Town of Amherst
Planning Commission Minutes
January 2, 2014

A meeting of the Town of Amherst Planning Commission was called
to order by Chairperson June Driskill in the Council Chambers of
the Town Hall at 7:30 PM on January 2, 2014. It was noted that a
quorum was present as indicated below:

P Kevin Belcher P William Jones

P June Driskill P Leon Moss

P Ted Finney P Rachel Thompson
P Clifford Hart

Town Manager Jack Hobbs was present in his capacity as Secretary
to the Commission.

The minutes of the December 4, 2013 Commission meeting were
approved on a motion by Mrs. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Hart, and
carried 7-0 according to the following:

Kevin Belcher Aye William Jones Aye
June Driskill Aye Leon Moss Aye
Ted Finney Aye Rachel Thompson Aye
Clifford Hart Aye

Downtown Zoning
A duly advertised public hearing on a proposal to amend the
Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance was opened at 7:32 PM.

The Town Manager reported that the effect of the ordinance would
be to:

1. eliminate the parking regquirement in the case of
repurposed buildings that are more than 30 years old in
the Central Business District CBD,

2. eliminate the front setback requirement in the Central
Business District CBD, and

3. eliminate increased side and rear vyard setbacks in
business districts from adjacent business-zoned lots where
residences exist.

Since there were no individuals present who wished to comment on
the proposal, the public hearing was closed at 7:35 PM.

On a motion by Mr. Hart which was seconded by Mrs. Thompson and
carried 7-0 according to the following, the Commission
recommended that the Town Council adopt an ordinance amendment
which is attached and made part of these minutes:

Kevin Belcher Aye William Jones Aye
June Driskill Aye Leon Moss Aye
Ted Finney Aye Rachel Thompson Aye
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Clifford Hart Aye

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:38
PM on a motion by Mr. Moss that was seconded by Mrs. Thompson
and carried 5-0 according to the following:

Kevin Belcher Aye William Jones Aye
June Driskill Aye Leon Moss Aye
Ted Finney Aye Rachel Thompson Aye
Clifford Hart Aye

June Driskill, Chairperson

Attest:
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 18.1 TO ELIMINATE PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR OLD
BUILDINGS WHEN THE USE OF THE BUILDING IS CHANGED AND ADJUSTING
THE SETBACK REQUIREMENTS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT CBD.

Be it Ordained by the Council of the Town of Amherst:

1. That the Code of the Town of Amherst is hereby adding a Sec. 18.1-602.08 to read as
follows:

Sec. 18.1-602.08. Parking requirements in the Central Business District

(@) Consistent with the purpose of the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance, the Town Council
and Planning Commission desire to preserve and enhance downtown Amherst. As such, the
role of downtown Amherst as a desired location for community activities and local
businesses will be encouraged.

(b) To encourage the use of older buildings in the downtown area, no off-street parking will be
required in the case of a change in use of a building that is more than 30 years old and in
the Central Business District. However, this relief shall not apply when calculating the
parking required for any new building footprint.

2. That the Code of the Town of Amherst is hereby adding a Sec. 18.1-804 is amended to read
as follows:

Sec. 18.1-804 Minimum yard requirements.

a. Within the district herein defined, the following minimum yard requirements shall

apply:
Side-Yard Setback

Front Yard Corner Other Rear Yd

Setback Lot Lots Setback
A-1 Agricultural 50' 15' 15' 25'
R-1 Limited Residential 60’ 20° 15° 35°
R-2 General Residential 50' 15' 10° 35'
T-1 Transitional Use Zone 50° (b) (b) 35°
R-3 High Density Res. 30' 15' 15' 35'
R-4 Manufactured Home 30' 15' 15' 35'
B-1 Light Commercial 50' (©) (©) (©
CBD Central Business District 50" None (c) (© (c)
B-2 General Commercial 50' (©) (© (©
E-1 Business Park 50° (c) (© (©
M-1 Industrial 50' (c) (©) (©)

b. The minimum side yard shall be 15’ on corner lots and 10’ on other lots, except that
no building or structure shall be erected within twenty-five (25) feet of a residentially
zoned lot or a lot on which a residence exists.
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C.

No minimum requirement except that no building or structure shall be erected within
twenty-five (25) feet of a residentially zoned lot-eralet-en-which-a-residence-exists.

The front yard setback requirement for any lot in the Agricultural District A-1,
Limited Residential District R-1, General Residential District R-2, High Density
Residential District R-3, or Manufactured Home District R-4 shall be reduced when
50 percent or more of the building lots on the same side of the street within the same
block are improved with buildings, and no building on that same side of the street
within the same block shall be required to have a front yard setback greater than the
average front yard setback of the existing buildings on the same side of the street.
However, when there are buildings on the lots on both sides of the lot, the required
front yard setback for that lot shall not be greater than the average of the front yard
setbacks of the buildings on such adjacent lots. The side line of a building on a corner
lot shall not be a factor in these calculations. For the purposes of this section, a block
shall be defined as the area between the next adjacent street intersection or 500’ of the
lot in question, whichever is less, on both sides of the lot in question. A property
owner shall be responsible for providing the appropriate documentation to support the
reduction in front yard setback requirement prior to issuance of a zoning certificate.

3. That this Ordinance shall be effective on February 12, 2014.

This ordinance was adopted on February 12, 2014.

ATTEST:

Mayor

Clerk of Council
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