
Mayor J. Paul Kilgore, Jr. called a regular monthly meeting of the Amherst Town 
Council to order on November 10, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall 
at 174 S. Main Street. Council members Kenneth Bumgarner, Andrá Higginbotham, Rachel 
Thompson and Kenneth Watts were present; Mike Mozingo was absent.  Town Manager Jack 
Hobbs, Town Attorney Tom Berry, Police Chief Robert Kimbrel, Public Utilities Director Tom 
Fore and Finance Director Colan Davis were present. 

 
Ms. Rachel Carton came forward to offer a prayer as a citizen comment. 
 
Michael Dowell came forward to announce the Second Stage group’s programs through 

the end of 2015. 
 
Vernon Wood came forward to give a report on his group’s efforts to maintain and 

improve the Christmas decoration program. 
 
IDA Chairman Jim Meade came forward to give a report on the hotel recruitment effort. 
 
Gary Christie from the Region 2000 organizations came forward to give a report on his 

group’s activities. 
 
A duly advertised public hearing on the bond that would finance the Main Street 

waterline project was opened at 7:42 P.M. After a report on the need for and status of the project, 
the Town Manager recommended approval of a proposed resolution. It was understood that after 
this step the only remaining significant action the Council would need to fully authorize the 
project would be to approve the award of a construction contract following a bid procedure. 
There being no one present who wished to speak on the matter, the public hearing closed at 7:43 
P.M.  

 
Mr. Bumgarner made a motion that was seconded by Mrs. Thompson and passed 4-0-1 to 

approve a resolution authorizing the Town to borrow money to fund the project. Messrs. 
Bumgarner, Higginbotham, Thompson and Watts voted “Aye” via a roll call vote; Mr. Mozingo 
was absent.  A copy of the resolution is attached and made a part of these minutes. 

 
Mr. Watts made a motion that was seconded by Mrs. Thompson and passed 4-0-1 to 

approve the minutes from the October 14, 2015 meeting.  Messrs. Bumgarner, Higginbotham, 
Thompson and Watts voted “Aye”; Mr. Mozingo was absent. 

 
Mrs. Thompson gave a report on the October 30, 2015 meeting of the Finance and IT 

Committee.  The Councilors discussed the need to improve the business license tax collection 
effort. The Finance & IT Committee and Town Attorney Berry were asked to monitor and advise 
on the Finance Director’s work to resolve the problem. 

 
Mr. Bumgarner gave a report on the October 26, 2015 meeting of the Public Safety 

Committee. 
 
Mayor Kilgore led a discussion on the items left to complete for the Town Hall project. 

These include the resolving the Council Chamber meeting room table issue and the sound and 
video surveillance systems. 

 
There was a discussion on improving the enforcement provisions of the meals tax 

ordinance. The Council agreed that it would consider amendments recommended by the Finance 
and IT Committee.  



 

 

 
Town Manager Hobbs summarized the figures and other information contained in the 

draft audit report presented at the October meeting and led a discussion on the three items in the 
auditor’s “management letter” and the required Management Discussion and Analysis letter. 
Mrs. Thompson made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Bumgarner and passed 4-0-1 to accept 
the auditor’s FY15 audit report and authorize the printing of a final edition. Messrs. Bumgarner, 
Higginbotham, Thompson and Watts voted “Aye”; Mr. Mozingo was absent. 

 
The Councilors discussed a proposal on how to dispose of the Town’s Thompson 

submachine gun. The Councilors asked that it be involved in the review of the full request for 
proposals that would be sent to gun brokers prior to its issuance.  Mr. Watts made a motion that 
was seconded by Mrs. Thompson to designate that the proceeds from the sale of the gun go 
towards the police department without the reduction of the current budget.  After some 
discussion, Mr. Watts withdrew his motion and Mrs. Thompson withdrew her second. 

 
The Town Manager gave oral reports on upcoming procurement activity, preparations for 

the FY 17 budget cycle and the status of various projects. 
 
There being no further business, Mrs. Thompson made a motion that was seconded by 

Mr. Watts and passed 4-0-1 to adjourn the meeting at 9:22 P.M.  Messrs. Bumgarner, 
Higginbotham, Thompson and Watts voted “Aye”; Mr. Mozingo was absent.   

 
 
 

__________________________________ 
J. Paul Kilgore, Jr. 
Mayor 

Attest: ______________________ 
Clerk of Council 

 
 
 




































