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Firearms Broker Services 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue Date:      January 18, 2016 
 
Proposals Due:     February 16, 2016 - 4:00 PM 
 
Anticipated Award Date:   March 10, 2016 

Request for Proposals  
Firearms Broker Services 

 

The Town of Amherst seeks proposals from qualified individuals and companies to assist in the 

sale of a 1942 Thompson machine gun. 

The full Request for Proposals document is available online at www.amherstva.gov and in the 

Amherst Town Hall during normal working hours. Questions should be directed to 

townhall@amherstva.gov; responses will be made by email which will become public information 

and shared with all potential proposers. 

Proposals are due in the Town Hall (174 S. Main Street; P.O.  Box 280; Amherst, VA 24521) by 4:00 

PM on February 16, 2016. 

http://www.amherstva.gov/
mailto:townhall@amherstva.gov
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General Information 
The Town of Amherst (Town) hereby solicits proposals from qualified firearms brokers with 
experience in selling weapons similar to Thompson machine guns. 
 
The Town owns a 1942-vintage Thompson submachine gun as evidenced by the attached “Form 
5” certificate from 1961. As the old weapon has no practical use to the Town, the Town desires 
to dispose of it to (a) eliminate the problem of secure storage and risk of theft and (b) to obtain 
cash to be used to fund Town services. It is understood that proceeds will be directed to the 
Amherst Police Department which faces major expenses in the coming years that might include 
body cameras and the associated data storage, in-car computer systems and hiring and gear for 
additional personnel. 
 
The Town’s goals for this matter would be, in descending order:  

i. Entering into a process that will result in the legal sale of the weapon,  
ii. A sale that is open to all interested purchasers (i.e. auction or other high bid procedure),  

and then 
iii. Maximizing the Town’s net proceeds, far preferably in the form of cash instead of store 

credit. 
 
The Town of Amherst, population 2,231, is located between Lynchburg and Charlottesville. It 
serves as the county seat for Amherst County and is the home of Sweet Briar College. The Town 
provides zoning, water and sewer utility, contract curbside refuse collection, police and 
economic development services.  

 
Statement of Expected Qualifications 
It is expected that proposers will demonstrate expertise and experience in firearms sales.  
 
The following characteristics of a broker are desired: 

a. A licensed and otherwise qualified firearms dealer with good experience in gun laws and 
associated processes and paperwork.  

b. Experience in offering firearms for sale and an understanding that the Town envisions an 
auction/high bid process versus any direct sale/noncompetitive arrangement.  

c. Experience in marketing firearms via the internet, such as posting on web sites and email 
to known interested purchasers of specialty items.  

d. Understanding the principals of conflict of interest – i.e. auctioneers should not bid on the 
items they are trying to sell. 

e. Location of the place of business where the weapon would be shown in the following 
order of preference: inside Region 2000, inside Virginia, a location closest to the Town of 
Amherst.  
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Criteria for Selection 
The Town will evaluate each proposal in order to select a firm to enter into a contract for 
service. All proposals submitted will be evaluated using the following criteria: 

1. Compliance with the RFP, 
2. Understanding of the situation, 
3. Services to be provided, 
4. Ability to complete the work within an agreed-upon time frame, 
5. Qualifications and capabilities of the proposer, including but not limited to its 

experience and personnel assigned to the project, 
6. Net proceeds to be directed back to the Town, and 
7. Clarity and simplicity of the proposal. 

 
Cost and Fee Arrangements 
The proposer must provide a clear articulation of how proceeds will be split between the Town 
and dealer, who will pay for advertising costs, etc. Additional recommendations and services or 
options may be included as additions to the project at hand on an add-on, optional basis. These 
optional items shall be priced separately from the services envisioned in this Request for 
Proposals. 

 
Proposal Content 
All proposals submitted in response to this request for proposals should contain the following 
information: 

1. Name, address, telephone number of the proposer; 
2. Description of the proposer (corporation, partnership, etc.) and year established, state 

of incorporation, if any, and type of ownership. Name(s) of all partner(s), principal(s) 
and/or owner(s) of the firm; 

3. Names and biographies of the individuals who will work on this project as well as a brief 
description of the role each will play; 

4. Name, title and business address of person responsible for submitting the proposal; 
5. Listing of any subcontractors, if any, and the scope of work they will perform; 
6. Description of the scope of involvement of the Town staff; 
7. A narrative the approach and techniques the dealer will use in taking possession of the 

firearm, developing and reviewing promotional materials, where the weapon would be 
“shown,” identifying and promoting the sale process, etc.; 

8. A proposed timeline of work tasks showing the final completion of the process; 
9. A breakdown of the firm’s fees and charges for service and how they would be 

determined, 
10. The proposer must provide proof that he is licensed to provide the services offered in or 

for the Town of Amherst, Virginia. 
 
Timetable for Submission 
For consideration to be given to any proposal submitted pursuant to this RFP, 4 copies of the 
submittal materials must be received by the due date and time, and to the location listed, on 
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the front page of this document. Alternatively, a pdf copy in 8.5x11 format, reproducible on a 
black and white photocopier may be transmitted to jack.hobbs@amherstva.gov.  
 
This Request for Proposals (RFP) is an invitation by the Town to submit an offer, which may be 
subject to subsequent discussion. Submittal of a proposal does not create any right or 
expectation of a contract with the Town. The Town reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals and further declares that it will incur no financial obligations for any costs by any 
company in preparation of their proposal. 
 
False or Misleading Statements 
If, in the opinion of the Town, any proposal contains false or misleading statements or 
references which do not support a function, attribute, capability or condition as contended by 
the firm, shall be rejected. 
 
Clarification of the RFP 
Questions may be addressed to Jack Hobbs, Town Manager, at jack.hobbs@amherstva.gov. 
Questions and answers will be shared with other potential vendors.  
 
The Town reserves the right to obtain clarification of any point in the firm’s RFP or to obtain 
additional information necessary to properly evaluate a particular RFP. Failure of the firm to 
respond to such a request for additional information or clarification may result in rejection of 
the proposal. 
 
Attachments: 

A. Form 5 
B. Appraisal 
C. Photographs 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 

 

 

Photos will be provided at a later date. 

 


