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Ensure the safety of your building water system and devices after a prolonged shutdown 
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Summary of Changes 

• Updated hot tub/spa disinfection guidance (Step Sc)
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Stagnant, or standing water can cause conditions that increase the risk for growth and spread of Legionellaand other 

biofilm-associated bacteria. When water is stagnant, hot water temperatures can decrease to the Legionellagrowth range 

(77-108°F, 25-42°(). Stagnant water can also lead to low or undetectable levels of disinfectant, such as chlorine. Ensure 

that your water system is safe to use after a prolonged shutdown to minimize the risk of Legionnaires' disease and other 

diseases associated with water. 

8 Steps to take before your business or building reopens 

1. Develop a comprehensive water management program (WMP) for your water system and all devices that use water.

Guidance to help with this process is available from CDC and others.

a. Water Management Program Toolkit:

This toolkit is designed to help people understand which buildings and devices need a Legionel/awater

management program to reduce the risk of Legionnaires' disease, what makes a good program, and how to

develop it.

https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/wmp/toolkit/i ndex. html

b. Preventing Legionnaires' Disease: A Training on LegionellaWater Management Programs (PreventLD Training)

Take this training from CDC and partners on creating a water management program to reduce risk of

Legionnaires' disease. PreventLD Training aligns with industry standards on managing risk of Leg1one/labacteria.

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/elearn/prevent-LD-training.html

c. Hotel Guidance:

Considerations for Hotel Owners and Managers: How to Prevent Legionnaires' Disease

https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/wmp/hotel-owners-managers.html

d. Operating Public Hot Tubs for pool staff and owners

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/aquatics-professionals/operating-public-hot-tubs.html

e. From Plumbing to Patients

Water management programs in healthcare facilities are an important way to help protect vulnerable patient

populations as well as staff and visitors.

https://www.cdc.gov/ha i/prevent/environmenUwater .html

f. Preventing occupational Exposure to Leg1onella

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/wp-solutions/2019-131 /default.html

2. Ensure your water heater is properly maintained and the temperature is correctly set

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.htrnl 5/4/2020 






