
 

 

 TOWN OF AMHERST PLANNING COMMISSION 
Wednesday, July 5, 2023 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
 
1. Call to Order – Chair. Driskill 
 
2. Determination of Quorum 

 
3. Citizen Comment- This time is provided for citizens to bring concerns or comments to the 

Commission that are not scheduled for a public hearing.  This is not meant to be a discussion or an 
exchange, but rather, an opportunity for citizens to have their concerns be heard. 

 
4. Approval of June 7, 2023, meeting minutes – Chair Driskill- The minutes of the June 7, 2023, 

meeting are attached. 
 

5.  Special Use Permit Request for Bed and Breakfast- Chair Driskill – Jeremiah and Andrea 
Kirkland at 146 N. Main Street have submitted an application for a Bed and Breakfast at their home.  
Staff recommends that the Commission discuss their proposal and consider setting a public hearing 
for the request.   

 
6. Consideration of Code Amendment: Flag Lots– Chair Driskill- - Staff has discussed this issue at a 

previous meeting with the Commission.  Language is included in the packet for the Commission to 
consider.  Staff recommends setting this item for a public hearing if the Commission is satisfied with 
the language.   

 
7. Consideration of Code Amendment: Accessory Dwelling Units- Chair Driskill- Staff has discussed 

this issue at a previous meeting with the Commission.  Language is included in the packet for the 
Commission to consider.  Staff recommends setting this item for a public hearing if the Commission 
is satisfied with the language.   

 
8. Concerns of Commissioners 

 
9. Adjournment 
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Town of Amherst Planning Commission  
Minutes 

June 7, 2023 
 
A meeting of the Town of Amherst Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson June Driskill on 
June 7, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of Town Hall at 174 S. Main Street. 
 
It was noted that a quorum was present as indicated below: 
 

P June Driskill  P Michael Driskill  
P William Jones  P John Vandervelde  
P Anne Webster Day  A Veda Butcher  
P Clifford Hart    

 
Town Manager Sara McGuffin, and Clerk of Council Vicki K. Hunt in her capacity as Secretary, were also 
present. 
 
The Chair opened the floor for citizen comments.   There being no one present in person or otherwise to speak, 
no comments were made.   
 
Mr. Hart made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2023, meeting. 
 
There being no discussion, the motion carried 6-0 according to the following: 
 

June Driskill Aye  Anne Webster Day Aye 
Michael Driskill Aye  John Vandervelde Aye 
William Jones Aye  Veda Butcher Absent 
Clifford Hart Aye    

 
Town Manager McGuffin gave a report on an Application for Rezoning submitted by McDonald’s Corporation 
which, if approved, would rezone 2,193 square feet of property adjacent to the existing McDonalds (Tax Map 
No. 96A4-A174) from T-1 to B-2. The rezoning is intended for the purpose of redevelopment of the applicant’s 
drive-thru.  
 
McDonald’s representative Tammy Kahm was present to answer questions. 
 
The Chair opened a duly advertised public hearing at 7:01 p.m. on the application submitted by McDonald’s 
Corporation to rezone 2,193 square feet of property adjacent to the existing McDonalds. 
. 
There being no one present who wished to speak on the matter, the public hearing was closed at 7:05 PM.  
 
Mr. Hart made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Driskill to recommend that Town Council approve the 
application for Rezoning submitted by McDonald’s Corporation to rezone 2,193 square feet of property adjacent 
to the existing McDonalds (Tax Map No. 96A4-A174) from T-1 to B-2.  
 
After discussion, the motion carried 6-0 according to the following: 
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June Driskill Aye  Anne Webster Day Aye 
Janice Wheaton Aye  John Vandervelde Aye 
William Jones Aye  Veda Butcher Absent 
Clifford Hart Aye    

 
Town Manager McGuffin gave a report on the proposed site plan submitted by McDonald’s Corporation to add 
a second drive through at their location on Richmond Highway. 
 
Ms. Day made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the proposed site plan submitted by 
McDonald’s Corporation to add a second drive through at their location on Richmond Highway. 
 
After discussion, the motion carried 6-0 according to the following: 
 

June Driskill Aye  Anne Webster Day Aye 
Janice Wheaton Aye  John Vandervelde Aye 
William Jones Aye  Veda Butcher Absent 
Clifford Hart Aye    

 
Town Manager McGuffin gave a report on an Application for Special Use Permit submitted by Rutledge 
Development LLC which, if approved, would allow a temporary contractor storage yard on property owned by 
Rutledge Development LLC (Tax Map No. 96 A 22) located in the B-2 district at Route 60 and the railroad 
tracks (no address).   
 
Manly Rucker and John Wimer were present to comment and answer questions on the application of Rutledge 
Development, LLC for a special use permit for a temporary contractor storage yard on property at Route 60 and 
the railroad tracks.   
 
The Chair opened a duly advertised public hearing at 7:08 p.m. on the application of Rutledge Development 
LLC. for special use permit. 
. 
There being no one present who wished to speak on the matter, the public hearing was closed at 7:12 PM.  
 
Mr. Hart made a motion that was seconded by Ms. Day to recommend that Town Council approve the application 
for Special Use Permit submitted by Rutledge Development LLC, to allow a temporary contractor storage yard 
on property owned by Rutledge Development LLC (Tax Map No. 96 A 22) located in the B-2 district at Route 
60 and the railroad tracks (no address), with the special use permit to end on December 31, 2024. 
 
After discussion, the motion carried 6-0 according to the following: 
 

June Driskill Aye  Anne Webster Day Aye 
Janice Wheaton Aye  John Vandervelde Aye 
William Jones Aye  Veda Butcher Absent 
Clifford Hart Aye    

  
There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Driskill which was seconded by Mr. Vandevelde and carried 
6-0, the meeting adjourned at 7:42 PM, according to the following: 
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June Driskill Aye  Anne Webster Day Aye 
Michael Driskill Aye  John Vandervelde Aye 
William Jones Aye  Veda Butcher Absent 
Clifford Hart Aye    

 
 

     
         _______________________________ 

June Driskill, Chairperson 
 
Attest: ________________________  













Amherst County defini�on: 

Flag lot. An individual lot which has a fee simple driveway strip ("pole") providing the primary 
entrance from a street to the buildable area ("flag"). Flag lots are only permitted in the A-1 
Agricultural Residential District. 

 

Town of Altavista: 

Sec. 86-595. - Flag lots; prohibition of irregular lots. 
(a) Flag lots, shall have a minimum lot frontage as defined in this chapter. 

(b)The creation of irregular lots, as defined in this chapter, shall be prohibited. No lot shall be 
platted or modified pursuant to the town's subdivision ordinance that due to its unusual geometric 

shape, results in the creation of an irregular lot. 

 

Town of Blacksburg: 

LOT, PIPESTEM—A "panhandle" or "flag" shaped lot with its widest point set back from the road at 
the rear of another lot (called the pipe), and having a thin strip of land connecting to the road to 
provide legal access and frontage (called the stem). Pipestem lots are also referred to as 
panhandle lots or flag lots. 

 

City of Lynchburg: 

Sec. 24.1-28.1. - Flag lots. 

The creation of flag lots will only be considered in those instances where severe topographic 
constraints or unusual existing lot lines make this type of lot arrangement the only feasible way to 
develop the tract. In such cases the proposed subdivision may be approved by the city planner 
when the follo)wing conditions are met: 

(a)Each flag lot shall have a minimum of 50 feet of frontage on a street, public or private as 
defined in section 24.1-5. Words and terms, except for a lot on a cul-de-sac which shall have a 

minimum street frontage of 30 feet. 

(b)The required minimum lot area shall meet the zoning ordinance requirement of the district in 
which it is located and shall not include the area of the long narrow "flagpole" portion. 

(c   Not more than two adjacent flag lots shall be created. 

(d)The development of one flag lot behind another flag lot shall be prohibited. 

(e) A flag lot shall not be further subdivided until a public street to serve the proposed lot(s) is 
dedicated and constructed with a minimum right-of-way of fifty (50) feet, or unless a planned unit 

development, cluster commercial development, or townhouse development is approved for the 

https://library.municode.com/va/lynchburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH24.1SUOR_ARTIIIDE_S24.1-5WOTE


property, and a note to this effect shall be placed on each subdivision plat which contains 
a flag lot. 

(f)A note shall be placed on the final subdivision plat stating that public services such as refuse 
collection, snow removal, and street maintenance will only be provided to the point where 

the flag lot meets the public street right-of-way. 

(g)Flag lots with flagpole access strips greater than 200 feet in length shall provide, at the 
subdivider's expense, a driveway which is capable of supporting emergency vehicles and which is 

at least ten feet in width for the front half closest to the street and at least 20 feet in width for the 
rear half to allow for the pass-by of vehicles. 

(h)The maximum length for the flagpole access strip shall be 700 feet in order to provide adequate 
fire protection. 

(i)The house on a flag lot must have a setback of at least 50 feet from all property lines. 

(j) 

A driveway on a residential flag lot shall be located a minimum of five feet from all lot lines, 
unlessapproval has been obtained from a shared driveway with one of the adjacent lots. 

 

 

 

 



Accessory Dwelling Unit Examples: 

 

City of Lynchburg: 

• Sec. 35.2-71.3. - Dwellings units accessory to single-household 
residences. 

Dwellings units, which include guest houses, caretakers' cottages and other residential 
accommodations, may be established accessory to a single-household residence either in 
the principal dwelling or as a detached accessory structure subject to the following 
provisions: 

(a)Accessory dwelling units shall be located within the principal structure using a common 
entrance so that the principal structure retains the appearance of a single-household 

residence, or be located in an accessory structure located in the rear yard and outside the 
required setback lines for principal structures. 

(b)The occupancy shall not exceed the limits established in the applicable zoning district. 

(c)Detached accessory dwelling units shall be limited to 900 square feet and shall not have 
more than one bedroom. 

(d)Accessory dwellings shall comply with all applicable parking, building coverage and rear 
yard building coverage requirements. 

 

Amherst County: 

- Additional dwelling on a single lot. 

Two (2) additional single-family dwellings may be permitted on the same lot or parcel of land as 
that of the main dwelling, upon application to and approval by the zoning administrator, provided 
that: 

408.01. The main dwelling is located either in R-2 Residential District, A-1 Agricultural District, or 
Public Lands. 

408.02. Each additional dwelling conforms to the minimum lot area, minimum lot width, maximum 
lot coverage and yard requirements for such a dwelling as set forth in Article VIII herein. 

408.03. Each additional dwelling has access to a public street by means of a passageway open to 
the sky at least fifteen (15) feet in width. 
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