
 

 

TOWN OF AMHERST PLANNING COMMISSION 
Wednesday, August 1, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
AGENDA 

 
 
1. Call to Order – Mrs. Driskill, Chair 
 
2. Determination of Quorum 

 
3. Approval of June 6, 2018 meeting minutes – The minutes of the June 6, 2018 meeting are attached.   

 
4. Possible Special Use Permit for Brockman Building – Jet Diesel Performance, currently located 

in the county, is considering relocating to the older of the two Brockman buildings.  The owner would 
like to hear from the Commission regarding possible conditions that  would be imposed during the 
Special Use Permit process. 

 
5. Possible Code Amendment to 601.01- Staff would like to review with the Commission the current 

language regarding non-conforming lots, and ensure that the language meets the intent of the 
Commission.  The issue has come forward due to a vacant lot for sale on Sunset Drive. 

 
6. Site Plan Review for the Amherst Mill/Lazy River LLC- Staff is working with the applicant to 

have a draft site plan for the Commission’s review at this meeting. 
 
7. Substantial Accord Determination- The Town has a contract to purchase a building at 127 West Court Street 

for a police station.  The Planning Commission is requested to make a determination of whether the site is 
‘substantially in accord with the Comprehensive Plan,’ per State Code 15.2-2232. 

 
8. Other Matters 

 
9. Concerns of Commissioners 

 
10. Adjournment 



 

 

Town of Amherst 
Planning Commission Minutes 

June 6, 2018 
 
 
 
A meeting of the Town of Amherst Planning Commission was called to order by Chairperson June 
Driskill in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 174 S. Main Street at 7:00 PM on June 6, 2018.  
 
It was noted that one seat on the Planning Commission is vacant and that a quorum was present as 
indicated below:  
 

P Kevin Belcher     P William Jones                 

P June Driskill A Kenneth Bunch 

P Ted Finney P   

 

Clifford Hart 

     

Town Manager Sara Carter and Clerk of Council Vicki Hunt, in her capacity as Secretary to the 

Commission, were present.   
 
The minutes from the March 7, 2018, Commission meeting were approved on a motion by Mr. Finney 
seconded by Mr. Hart and carried 5-0-1 according to the following: 
 

June Driskill  Aye   Clifford Hart   Aye 

 Kevin Belcher  Aye              Kenneth Bunch Absent   

 Ted Finney  Aye   William Jones  Aye 

 

 

Purchase of 7.7 Acre Parcel for Town Park 

After noting that §15.2-2232 of the Code of Virginia indicates that no public utility facility, whether 

publicly or privately owned, shall be constructed, established or authorized, unless and until the general 

location or approximate location, character, and extent has been submitted to and approved by the 

commission as being substantially in accord with the adopted comprehensive plan or part thereof, and in 

connection with any such determination, the commission may, and at the direction of the governing body 

shall, hold a public hearing after notice, the Town Manager reported that the Town has entered into a 

contract to purchase a 7.7 acre parcel of land connected to the redevelopment of the old mill that would 

be suitable for a Town owned park offered to the Town for $35,000.  

 

After discussion, Mr. Jones made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Finney that the commission 

determines that the proposed 7.7 acre parcel of land connected to the redevelopment of the old mill is 

found to be substantially in accord with the adopted Town of Amherst Comprehensive Plan and agreed to 

recommend that the Town Council purchase the proposed 7.7 acre parcel of land as recommended by 

staff and that council pay particular close attention to concerns by citizens pertaining to roadway 

conditions, appearance and ingress and egress to the proposed park. 

 

The motion carried 5-0-1 according to the following:  

 

June Driskill  Aye   Clifford Hart   Aye 

 Kevin Belcher  Aye              Kenneth Bunch Absent   

 Ted Finney  Aye   William Jones  Aye 
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Sign Ordinance  

Noting the effects of Reed v. Town of Gilbert (576 U.S., June 2015), on sign ordinances and how cities and 

towns must comply with the Supreme Court ruling, Town Manager Carter gave an oral report on a 

proposed new sign ordinance.   After discussion, Town Manager Carter was directed to make further 

revisions to the proposed new sign ordinance for consideration by the Commission. Further discussion on 

revisions to the sign ordinance is deferred to the July meeting.   

 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Finney seconded by Mr. Belcher and carried 5-0-1 the 

meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM. 

 

         _______________________________ 

June Driskill, Chairperson  

 

Attest: ________________________  

 

 



Sec. 18.1-601.01 Lots of record.  

Where a lot of record at the time of enactment of this ordinance does not contain land of sufficient area 
or width to permit conformity with dimensional requirements of this ordinance, the following provisions 
shall apply:  

1. When two or more adjoining and vacant lots with continuous frontage are in single ownership at the 
time of enactment of this ordinance or amendments thereto, and each of such lots has width or lot area 
less than is required by the district in which it is located, such lot shall be platted and reparcelled so as 
to create one or more lots which conform to the minimum lot width and area requirements of the 
district.  

2. Where a single nonconforming lot of record at the time of enactment or amendment of this 
ordinance is not of continuous frontage with other lots in the same ownership, such lot may be used as 
a building site, provided that yard dimensions, and requirements other than those applying to area or 
width of the lot shall conform to the regulation for the district in which such lot is located. Variances of 
yard requirements may be obtained only through an appeal to the board of appeals, as outlined in 
Section 1008 herein.  



 
 

TOWN OF AMHERST 
     P.O. Box 280    174 S. Main Street   Amherst, VA 24521 

Phone (434)946-7885   Fax (434)946-2087 
 

 
 

Respecting the past. Attending the present. Concentrating on the future. 

 

To: Town of Amherst Planning Commission 

From: Sara Carter 

Date: July 28, 2018 

Re: Substantial Accord Process for Police Station 

 
Background:  The Town Council has expressed interest in finding property that would be 
suitable for a Police Department.  An opportunity was made available to the Town to purchase 
the building at 127 West Court Street, currently owned by Skippy and Phyllis Brown, and in use 
as Charlie’s Chicken.  The building is approximately 2000 square feet, with a full basement, and 
has ample parking.  It is currently used as a restaurant, and is zoned for business.  The property 
has been offered to the Town for $195,000. 
 
Substantial Accord: State Code requires that any public facility be found to be “substantially in 
accord” with the adopted Comprehensive Plan.  The determination is made by the Planning 
Commission, and procedurally is then accepted or rejected by the elected body.  A public hearing 
may be held, but is not required.   
 
From State Code: 

A. Whenever a local planning commission recommends a comprehensive plan or part 
thereof for the locality and such plan has been approved and adopted by the governing 
body, it shall control the general or approximate location, character and extent of each 
feature shown on the plan. Thereafter, unless a feature is already shown on the adopted 
master plan or part thereof or is deemed so under subsection D, no street or connection to 
an existing street, park or other public area, public building or public structure, public 
utility facility or public service corporation facility other than a railroad facility or an 
underground natural gas or underground electric distribution facility of a public utility as 
defined in subdivision (b) of § 56-265.1 within its certificated service territory, whether 
publicly or privately owned, shall be constructed, established or authorized, unless and 
until the general location or approximate location, character, and extent thereof has been 
submitted to and approved by the commission as being substantially in accord with the 
adopted comprehensive plan or part thereof. In connection with any such determination, 
the commission may, and at the direction of the governing body shall, hold a public 
hearing, after notice as required by § 15.2-2204. Following the adoption of the Statewide 



  
 

Transportation Plan by the Commonwealth Transportation Board pursuant to § 33.2-353 
and written notification to the affected local governments, each local government through 
which one or more of the designated corridors of statewide significance traverses, shall, at 
a minimum, note such corridor or corridors on the transportation plan map included in its 
comprehensive plan for information purposes at the next regular update of the 
transportation plan map. Prior to the next regular update of the transportation plan map, 
the local government shall acknowledge the existence of corridors of statewide 
significance within its boundaries. 
 
B. The commission shall communicate its findings to the governing body, indicating its 
approval or disapproval with written reasons therefor. The governing body may overrule 
the action of the commission by a vote of a majority of its membership. Failure of the 
commission to act within 60 days of a submission, unless the time is extended by the 
governing body, shall be deemed approval. The owner or owners or their agents may 
appeal the decision of the commission to the governing body within 10 days after the 
decision of the commission. The appeal shall be by written petition to the governing body 
setting forth the reasons for the appeal. The appeal shall be heard and determined within 
60 days from its filing. A majority vote of the governing body shall overrule the 
commission. 
 

The Comprehensive Plan: The Comprehensive Plan does not address the provision of any 
additional public facilities in the Town.   
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends a finding of substantial accord for this proposed facility.  
It is within an area designated for business development, and is extremely convenient to Town 
Hall.   
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: Sales Contract 
  Location map of the proposed facility 
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