
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the Town of Amherst Planning 
Commission at 7:00 PM on April 2, 2025, in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 174 South 
Main Street, Amherst, VA, on the following: 

1. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
To receive comments on the Town’s 2025 – 2026 Capital Improvement Program that identifies 
acquisition, construction and improvement of town facilities, and acquisition of capital equipment.  
 

2. APPLICATION TO REZONE A PORTION OF PROPERTY KNOWN AS 305 
SUNSET DRIVE 

To consider an application of Actual Surveyors, LLC, on behalf of Sandra L. Brown, to rezone a 
portion of Lot 15 (Tax Map No. 95-A-1), consisting of 0.768 acres and generally known as 305 
Sunset Drive, Amherst, Virginia which, if approved, would rezone the property from A-1 to R-1.  
 
All interested persons may express their views by emailing sara.mcguffin@amherstva.gov prior 
to the meeting.  Anyone who has questions regarding the above may contact the Town Hall Office 
at 434-946-7885. 
Supporting documentation is available for inspection below and in the Town Hall during normal 
working hours. 
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TOWN OF AMHERST 
     P.O. Box 280    174 S. Main Street   Amherst, VA 24521 

Phone (434)946-7885   Fax (434)946-2087 
 

 
 

Respecting the past. Attending the present. Concentrating on the future. 

 

To: Planning Commission 

From: Tracie Morgan 

Date: January 3, 2025 

Re: FY26 Capital Improvement Plan Requests 

 
Background 
 
The Code of Virginia 15.2-2239 states that the planning commission shall submit a Capital 
Improvement Plan annually to the governing body.  The capital improvement program shall 
include the commission’s recommendations and cost estimates as well the means of financing 
them. The recommended plan shall be compiled of recommendations from department heads as 
well as the Town Manager and interested citizens.   
 
The Town’s Capital Improvement Plan consists of requests from Department Heads for items 
that are needed or desired for town functions under their umbrella.  The requests are for any item 
over $5,000 and should be submitted as soon as five years prior to the purchase of the item 
needed to properly plan for the requested items in each year’s budget process.    
 
Requests Descriptions 
 

Police: 
Police Interceptor-Police Interceptors are reoccurring capital expenses.  The Town had a period 

where it went several years without buying a new police car.  This resulted in all police units needing to 
be replaced at the same time or multiple purchases in one year.  We are currently caught up on car 
purchase for the Police department, however, this will be an ongoing reminder of this need.  The quoted 
$67,030 included the cost of the car purchase as well as outfitting and equipment.  Unless a grant can be 
found in the year the purchase is needed, funding for this purchase will come from the general fund 
reserves.  

Tasers - Police Tasers will also stay on the capital plan as a reoccurring request.  Tasers have a 
useful life and, in some cases, become obsolete so that they can no longer be serviced, and parts cannot be 
purchased for them.  Our current tasers are at this point.  The company from which they were purchased 
can no longer repair them.  The requested new tasers will be 95% effective versus 75% on the current 
tasers as well as strike up to 45 feet while the current tasers only strike up to 35 feet.  It is being requested 
that all six tasers be replaced at one time and a new taser be purchased each year after.  Unless a grant can 
be found in the year of purchase, funding for this purchase will come from the general fund.  



  
 

Toughbooks - Toughbooks are another reoccurring capital expense for police.  These usually 
have a useful life of roughly five years. 

Dash Cameras and Body Cameras – Current body cameras are can no longer be serviced.  It 
would be beneficial if all body and dash cameras could sync together, and the functionality of the devices 
were the same.  

 
Plants: 
Raw Influent Pumps – Requesting purchase of three pumps.  Each pump is approaching its 20 

years of service life.  These pumps are used in pumping wastewater received from the Town’s sewer 
collection and pumping it to the facilities upper level for treatment.  Mr. Williams is currently requesting 
the purchase of one pump per year.  

Digester Blower/Motor – Requesting purchase of two digester blower motors for Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  This equipment runs on a constant alternating schedule and has been in service since 
2005.  Mr. Williams is currently requesting the purchase of one blower/motor each year.  

**Please note that plants intend to utilize these pieces of equipment as long as they will properly 
function, and the repair costs do not outweigh the purchase costs.  However, at such time that either of 
these pieces of equipment were to break, we will have to make an emergency purchase.   

Plants Security Cameras – New to the CIP this year.  In the past year there has been some 
vandalism at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, so this is being requested at both plants.  This system 
would include recording and up to eight cameras.  There has been a discussion on whether something less 
expensive would accommodate our needs for the time being, such as a Ring camera, however, those 
devices must have a good internet service in order to function properly and we aren’t sure this is possible 
where they are needed.   

Waste Activated Sludge Flow Meter – Used to record the volume of wasted sludge sent to the 
digesters.  The current meter is no longer working. 

 
Maintenance:  
Half Ton Pick-Up – This is an ongoing request due to the age of the maintenance truck fleet.  
Covered Metal Canopy – Requesting for storage and protection of equipment from the elements 

of weather resulting in longer service life.  This would be an open-ended canopy type structure and would 
be used to house the boom life, backhoe, trailer, etc.  

Reseal Town Parking Lot – This is an ongoing request.   
 
Town Office:  
Town Pool Car – The current Town Explorer is used for conferences and day meetings.  This 

vehicle is utilized by any Town staff and Council member as needed.  There has been an ongoing leak in 
this vehicle, with multiple failed fixes.  This leak is causing mildew and musky smells when used.  This 
type of vehicle is also not needed for the purposes of which it is used.  Town staff would like a smaller 
sedan that is easier to maneuver on city streets and parking garages.  

 
Water Line Replacements: 
Please note that all of these have been listed for some time and are being checked off as grant 

funds or other funds become available for use.   
 
A full request packet is attached for your convenience.  Please note that most of these prices are estimates 
or outdated quotes and prices are subject to change based on the exact item or system of purchase.   
 
 



Project Description & Ranking
CIP 

Committee 
Evaluation

Planning 
Commission 

Ranking

Total Estimated 
Cost

2025-2026 2026-2027 2027-2028 2028-2029 2029-2030
Recommended 

Sources of Funds

Police Ford Interceptor 18 67,030.00         -                   67,030.00        General Fund
Tasers-Recoccuring 23 36,653.00         36,653.00      4,148.00          4,158.00          4,158.00        4,158.00         General Fund
Toughbooks-Reoccuring 16 28,000.00         28,000.00      General Fund
Dash & Body Camera-New 19 90,000.00         90,000.00        General Fund

Raw Influent Pumps (3) 19 54,000.00         18,000.00        18,000.00        18,000.00      Wastewater
WWTP Digester Blower/Motor 
(2) 17 45,400.00         -                    45,400.00      Wastewater

WWTP Security Cameras-New 13,200.00         Wastewater

WTP Security Cameras-New 13,200.00         Water Fund

Waste Sludge Flow Meter 12 9,640.00           9,640.00          Wastewater

Half Ton Pick-up 16 50,000.00         -                   50,000.00        All Funds
Metal Structure 13 50,000.00         -                    50,000.00      All Funds
Reseal Town Hall Lot 16 11,000.00         11,000.00        All Funds

Town Pool Car 8 35,000.00         35,000.00      General Fund

Replace Author Court W/L 200,000.00       200,000.00      Grant and Water
Christian Springs Replacement Grant and Water
Waugh's Ferry Road 
Replacement 3,000,000.00   3,000,000.00 Grant and Water
Walnut Street Replacement 400,000.00       400,000.00 Grant and Water
Union Hill Replacement 420,416.00       Grant and Water
Zane Snead Replacement 294,400.00       Grant and Water

4,817,939.00      71,653.00         449,818.00         3,022,158.00     117,558.00      432,158.00       

Police

Maintenance

TOWN OF AMHERST          

TOTAL

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  FY25-26

Town Hall/Finance

Water Line Replacements

Plants























































































 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

STAFF REPORT 
REZONING 
Stuart Johnson 

Planning Commission Public Hearing 
 

 

 
General Information: 
 
 Processing schedule:   The Planning Commission set a public hearing for this request 

at their November 6, 2024 meeting. The public hearing will be 
held on December 4, 2024.  After the public hearing, the 
Planning Commission may continue their deliberations or 
forward the proposal onto the Town council with a 
recommendation.  

 
Application Information: 
 
  Owner:   Samuel Masie Estate 

 Applicant:   Stuart Johnson  
  Requested Action:   Rezoning from A-1 to R-1  
 Location: End of Vista Drive  
 Existing Zoning: A-1 
 Proposed Zoning: R-1 
 Existing land uses: Vacant  
 Comp. plan area:  Residential  
  
 
Summary of Request and Background Information: 
 
Stuart and Jennifer Johnson live adjacent to the subject property, though their property is addressed 
from Lexington Turnpike (they are located behind Amherst Baptist Church).  Mr. Johnson is 
interested in purchasing this property to create three building lots and also allow for an access to his 
home from Vista Drive. 
 
In order to divide the property, Mr. Johnson would need to rezone the property to a residential 
category in order to meet building lot requirements.  The designation to R-1 matches the adjacent 
neighborhood and would create building lots consistent with the surrounding community.  
 



  

 
Public Notice 
 
The proposal was advertised for public hearing for two consecutive weeks, as required by State 
Code, and adjacent property owners received a public notice, also as required by Code.  The 
property had a sign placed on it for notice as well.   
 
Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan: 
 
The Comprehensive Plan reflects the current zoning, however, the language of the Plan validates 
the additional residential units in the area, as does the existing water and sewer infrastructure.  
 
Consistency with the Zoning Ordinance: 
 
The proposed use of the subject property is compatible with surrounding zoning and the intent of 
the district.   
 
Citizen Comment: 
 
There has not yet been any citizen comments. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The proposed use in this area is compliance with the Comprehensive Plan and the intent of the R-1 
district.  Staff recommends approval of the proposal.   
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends approval of the proposal.  Should there be concerns from the public regarding 
aspects of the use, staff recommends that the Commission hear these concerns and hold the 
application over to next month’s meting so that they can be addressed. 
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