
TOWN OF AMHERST  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Notice is hereby given that public hearings will be held by the Town of Amherst Planning 
Commission at 7:00 PM on June 10, 2024, and by the Town of Amherst Town Council at 7:00 PM 
on June 12, 2024, in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 174 South Main Street, Amherst, 
VA, on the following: 

Code Amendment 

To discuss a proposed amendment to Amherst Town Code Section Sec. 24-235. Table of Uses that 
would, if approved, broaden the range of uses allowed in the retail and personal service category 
in the T-1, CBD, B-1, and B-2 districts. 

All interested persons may express their views by emailing sara.mcguffin@amherstva.gov prior 
to the meeting.  Anyone having questions regarding the above may contact the Town Hall Office 
at 434-946-7885.  

Supporting documentation is available inspection below and in the Town Hall during normal 
working hours.  
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Sec. 24-235. Table of uses. 

Table 24-235. Table of Uses 

A-1 R-1 R-2 T-1 R-3 R-4 B-1 CBD B-2 M-1 Description of Use 
Accessory and Agricultural Uses 

P P P P P P P P P P Accessory buildings and uses as provided in section 24-472 
P P P P P P P P P P Agricultural activities, including the raising of crops and animals, 

provided that agricultural use shall not be objectionable by 
reason of odor, dust, noise, pollution, erosion or drainage  

P P P Antenna and equipment buildings associated with existing 
wireless telecommunication facilities as provided in article XI of 
this chapter  

S Cemeteries 
S S S P S S P P P Church accessory uses involving 2,000 SF or more of building 

area, including childcare centers, indoor recreation or fellowship 
halls, and schools  

P P P P P P P P P P Confined livestock facilities as provided in section 24-478 
S S Helipads on public property or collocated with a nonprofit health 

care facility  
P S S S S S P P P Home occupation in an accessory building to the main dwelling 

unit as provided in section 24-474 
P P P P P P P P P Home occupations within a dwelling unit as provided in section 

24-474
P P P P P P P P P P Public utilities: poles, lines, transformers, pipes, meters, and/or 

other facilities necessary for the provision and maintenance of 
public utilities, provided that electric service lines from the street 
property line to any residence or other permitted use shall be 
underground, provided that only one line of poles will be allowed 
on any street  

P P P P P P P P P P Signs as provided in article IX of this chapter 
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S  S  S  S  S  S  P  P  P  P  Temporary uses, including, but not limited to, sale of Christmas 
trees, tents for revivals, carnivals, but such use not permitted for 
a period to exceed four months in any calendar year  

Residential Uses 
S  S  P  P  P  P      Apartments in an existing single-family dwelling  
P  S  S  P  S  S  P  P  P   Bed and breakfast lodging, provided that the owner and family 

must occupy the residence and own the business, the single-
family dwelling appearance be maintained, and adequate off-
street parking is provided to the rear of the front setback of the 
dwelling  

P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   Churches, manses, parish houses and adjacent cemeteries  
P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   Garages, private  
P      S      Individual manufactured or modular homes 19 feet or greater in 

width placed on continuous masonry foundations  
     S      Manufactured home parks, as provided in article X of this chapter  
    P   P  P  P   Multifamily dwellings with an aggregate of three or more units as 

specified in section 24-475 
S  S  S  S  S  S  S  S  S   Planned unit developments, as provided in article VI of this 

section  
      S  S  S   Short-term rental  
P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P   Single-family dwellings, except for mobile homes and 

manufactured homes  
      P  P  P   Single-family, two-family and multifamily dwellings within a 

building that contains a business  
   P  P   P  P  P   Townhouses, as provided in section 24-477, and condominiums  
  P         Townhouses, as provided in section 24-477, with no more than 

four townhouses within any one development  
P   P  P  P  P  P  P  P   Two-family dwelling units and semi-detached dwellings  

Commercial Uses 



 
 

 
    Created: 2022-11-23 12:13:40 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 2) 

 
Page 3 of 8 

       S  S   Adult oriented entertainment that may include alcohol or 
gambling, such as pool halls, dance halls, or electronic skills 
games halls  

       P  P   Agricultural, farm and lawn machinery display, sales and services, 
provided that all inoperable machinery must not be visible from 
any public right of way  

   P    P  P  P   Antique and gift shops  
         S  Arenas, auditoriums or stadiums  
       P  P  P  Automobile laundry or car wash, provided that a paved area shall 

be located on the same lot for the storage of vehicles awaiting 
entrance to the washing process  

       P  P  P  Automobile, motor home, travel trailer, and mobile home sales 
(new and used) which need not be enclosed, but any mechanical 
or body repair must be conducted entirely within a structure 
which shall not have any opening, other than a stationary 
window, within 100 feet of a residential district and provided 
further that all vehicles on a used car sales lot must be in 
operating condition at all times  

       S  S   Automotive repair garage, mechanical and body, provided all 
operations are conducted in a building which shall not have any 
opening other than a stationary window within 100 feet of a 
residential district and which shall not store or otherwise 
maintain any parts or waste material outside such building  

       P  P   Automobile service stations as provided in section 24-473 
       P  P   Bakeries employing not more than ten persons other than clerks 

and vehicle drivers  
      S  P  P   Banks and savings and loan institutions  
       S  S   Building materials dealer  
       P  P   Building materials dealer, not including handling of bulk materials 

such as sand and gravel  
       P  P   Catering establishments  
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 S  S  P  S  S  P  P  P   Childcare centers  
   P    P  P  P   Clinics and medical offices  
       P  P   Convenience stores; in the event that gasoline or fuel is sold 

together with any other uses allowed in this district there must be 
compliance with this chapter  

      S  P  P   Drug stores and other establishment for the filling of prescriptions 
and sale of pharmaceutical and similar supplies  

      P  P  P  P  Emergency services  
   S    P  P  P   Family oriented indoor recreation with no alcohol or gambling, 

including bowling alleys, roller skating, ice skating, game, pinball 
or other electronic game centers  

   S    S  P  P   Farmers markets  
       S  S  P  Feed and seed stores  
   P    P  P  P   Funeral homes  
       P  P   Furniture stores  
       S  S  P  Garages, private and public  
      S  P  P   Grocery stores  
       P  P   Hardware stores  
P           Kennels  
         P  Laboratories, pharmaceutical or medical  
       P  P   Machinery sales and services  
       P  P   Motels, motor hotels and motor inns  
      P  P  P   Newsstands  
S           Nonmotorized bicycle (motorcross) racing facilities  
S    S    S   S   Outdoor entertainment such as golf driving ranges or other sports 

related entertainment  
         S  Outdoor theaters, provided the face of the screen is not visible 

from any arterial or collector streets located within 2,000 feet of 
such screen  

       S  S   Pest exterminating businesses  
       P  P   Printing plants and newspaper offices  
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   P    P  P  P   Professional office buildings  
       P  P   Radio and TV offices and studios  
       P  P   Restaurants, craft breweries, craft distilleries  
       P  P   Retail automotive parts stores  
         P  Retail and wholesale greenhouses and nurseries  
      S  P  P   Retail nurseries with greenhouses  
   P    P  P  P   Retail service stores such as bakeries, barber shops, beauty 

parlors, shoe shops, self-service laundries, and establishments for 
receiving and distributing articles for laundering, drying and dry 
cleaning Retail goods for sale inside of the premises and 
personal services licensed by the state. 

 
         P  Sale of products produced on the premises  
       P  P   Satellite dish antenna sales and service establishments  
       S  S   Self-service mini-storage and warehouse facilities  
       P  P   Shopping centers as provided in section 24-476 
       P  P   Theaters, indoor  
   S    S  P  P   Time-shares  
       S  S   Veterinary hospitals and clinics  
   S     P  P   Videotape sales and rental establishments  
      P  P  P   Wearing apparel stores  
       S  S  S  Wireless telecommunication facilities as provided in article XI of 

this chapter  
Institutional Uses 

      P  P  P   Clubs and lodges, fraternal, civic and patriotic  
      S  P  P   Community centers  
       S  S   Childcare centers  
      S  P  P  P  Government office buildings, including buildings occupied any 

local, regional, state or federal agency including courthouses  
   P  P   P  P  P   Hospitals and nursing homes  
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S S S Jails 
P P P P Public and private schools and accompanying dormitories and 

facilities  
P P P P Public libraries 

P P P P P P P P P Public parks and playgrounds provided recreational facilities shall 
not be less than 250 feet from any residential lot line  

S School support facilities 
P P P P Social, civic, patriotic and recreational clubs, lodges and fraternal 

orders  
P P P P U.S. post offices 

Industrial Uses 
P P Carpentry and cabinet making shops 
P P Cold storage plants and frozen food lockers not including lard 

rendering and abattoirs  
S S S Contractor facilities and storage yards and establishments for 

installation and servicing products with outside storage of 
materials and machinery  

P P P Contractor facilities not involving outside storage of materials and 
machinery  

P P Dry cleaning plants 
P Frozen food processors, lockers and ice manufacturing 

S S P Light manufacturing, processing or packaging of products 
(including machine shops without punch presses) provided all 
operations are conducted in a building which shall not have any 
opening other than a stationary window within 100 feet of a 
residential, agricultural or conservation district; shall not store or 
otherwise maintain any parts or waste material outside such 
building; and shall not create conditions of smoke, fumes, noise, 
odor or dust detrimental to health, safety or general welfare of 
the community; and shall be permanently screened from 
adjoining residential lots and districts by a wall, fence, evergreen 
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hedge and/or other suitable enclosure of a minimum height of 
seven feet at the original elevation of the property line  

         P  Manufacturing, processing, fabricating, assembling, distributing 
or packaging of products, including, but not limited to, business 
equipment, die-cut paperboard and cardboard; glass products 
made of purchased glass; electrical lighting and wiring equipment; 
dairy products; baked and confectioners' goods; fruit and 
vegetable processing, canning and storage; electronic 
components; professional, scientific, engineering; laboratory, or 
research instruments; electronic computing instruments; iron and 
steel, musical instruments; toys; rubber and metal stamps; 
photographic equipment; drugs; fire extinguisher; sporting and 
athletic goods, lithographic and printing processes; radio and 
television receiving sets; appliances; watches; clocks; and optical 
goods  

         P  Moving and storage establishments  
      S  S  S  P  Oil and gas exploration, extraction and production, provided the 

provisions of all applicable state laws and state rules are adhered 
to  

P           Packing and distribution plants for horticultural products, 
provided such plants are incidental to agricultural operation of 
the property on which such plants are located  

         P  Printing establishments  
         S  Processing and sale of milk and milk products, both wholesale or 

retail  
       S  S  S  Radio and TV transmission towers (provided the tower is so 

located that its minimum distance from any lot line shall equal 
the maximum height of the tower above ground level)  

       S  S  S  Radio and TV transmitters  
       S  S   Shopping centers as provided in section 24-476 
       S  S  P  Sign manufacturing  
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         P  Soft drink and bottling plants  
       S  S  P  Tire recapping, provided all operations are conducted in a 

building which shall not have any opening other than a stationary 
window within 100 feet of a residential district and which shall 
not store or otherwise maintain any parts or waste material 
outside such building  

         P  Transportation terminals and facilities  
         S  Truck stops  
       S  S  P  Warehousing operations  
       S  S  S  Welding, blacksmith, or machine shops, excluding punch presses  
       S  S  P  Wholesale and jobbing establishments  
         S  Yards for storage and/or sale of coal, petroleum products, or 

flammable gases  
       S  S  S  Yards for storage and/or sale of lumber, building materials, or 

contracting equipment  
          Uses listed in section 24-265 

 

(Zoning Ord. 2003, table 7.1) 
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